GRADING AND STUDENT PROGRESS
The Central Private School academic year is divided into two semesters with each semester divided into quarters.  Student grades are given at the end of each nine-weeks.

The grading scale at Central Private School is:


94 – 100  = A

Indicates excellence and mastery of subject matter

87 – 93    = B

Indicates above average achievement and consistent effort

77 – 86    = C

Indicates satisfactory and average achievement

70 – 76    = D

Indicates less than satisfactory and below average achievement


69 – 0
    = F

Indicates failure and no credit received 
Grades are determined by using points to evaluate all work.  These points are then converted to percentages by the following formula:

Points Earned  divided by Points Possible equals Percentage Grade


  Points Earned         =      %  (Percentage Grade

          Points Possible
Examples:       80/100 = 80%            75/75 = 100%              50/60 = 83%             38/40 = 95%

Grades 1 - 6
Students in grades 1-6 do not receive semester grades nor do they take semester examinations.  Tests administered at the end of a grading period that measure a large amount of material may be weighted more than examinations that do not cover very large amounts of material.  

A yearly grade is computed by averaging the nine weeks numerical grades for the year.

Failure, and consequent repetition, of the grade will occur when there is a failing grade for any two of the main subject areas:  language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, reading.

Grades 7 – 8
Students in grades 7-8 will receive first and second semester grades.  For a student to pass successfully to the next grade, he/she must pass nine out of twelve semester grades, excluding enrichment.  If a student receives nine or more passing semester grades, but fails both semesters of English, mathematics, science, or social studies, that course must be repeated successfully in summer school before the student will be allowed to pass to the next grade level.
Semester grades in Enrichment classes that are completed in less than one semester are determined by numerical average as follows:
The percentage grade from the first nine weeks enrichment class is averaged with the percentage grade from the second nine weeks enrichment class, resulting in one semester grade.  The same procedure is used for the second semester.

Example:  1st nine weeks Home Living  - 450 points out of 500 possible = 90%

                 2nd nine weeks Social Skills   - 650 points out of 800 possible = 81%
                 Semester Grade = 90% + 81%    = 86%
Cumulative Semester Grading System

A cumulative semester grading system is one in which a student’s grade accumulates over the course of the semester and is similar to the grading systems used by colleges and universities.  A cumulative point system is used to evaluate all work done by the student and can be expressed as a numerical percentage grade or a letter grade, based on the required grading scale.

The advantages of using a cumulative grading system are:

1. Numerical grades are a more accurate measurement of student achievement.

2. Students have a better understanding of their grade as it accumulates throughout the semester.  It is much simpler to keep up with points earned than to try to figure out averages of nine weeks and final exam grades, etc.

3. Students must continue to work throughout the semester because their grades are ongoing.

4. This system is more efficient because it saves time both in calculating and reporting grades.  Grades can be reported more accurately and quickly because additional averages of two nine-weeks plus an exam grade is eliminated.  The cumulative system is also fairer to the student because the final exam is not 1/5 of the final semester grade.

Reporting Student Progress

All Central Private School families are provided access to ParentsWeb for online grade reports.  Students and parents may check student progress at any time and are encouraged to do so.  With ParentsWeb provided to all families, there is no longer a need to incur the expense of printing reports each 4 ½ weeks.

Interim (progress) reports are issued at mid-semester, i.e. the end of the 1st and 3rd nine weeks.  Students are required to take their interim reports home and return them the following day, signed by their parents.

Two report cards are provided each school year.  One is sent home with the student at the end of the first semester.  The other report is mailed home at the end of the second semester on the last official day of the school year.  

· K4 and K

K4 students receive an evaluation mark for the skills and concepts covered during each nine week period.  A check () mark indicates mastery and an (X) indicates non-mastery.  K4 students must pass K4 to enter Kindergarten.  Promotion is based on teacher recommendation and performance on Kindergarten readiness tests.

Kindergarten students do not receive marks for the first nine weeks.   Beginning with the second nine weeks, students receive marks in phonics, numbers, and handwriting.  A reading mark is added for the third nine weeks.  The scale for issuing marks is High, Middle, and Low.

· Grades 1-6

Report cards are issued every nine weeks.  Interim progress reports are issued at the mid-point of each of the nine week marking periods.  The school calendar, found at the beginning of the Handbook, provides a schedule of issue dates.

· Grades 7-12

Student progress is available on ParentsWeb.  Nine weeks grading reports are issued at school for students to carry home and return to school the following day, signed by a parent.  End of year report cards are mailed to the parents.

Grade Point Average and Academic Ranking

GPA (grade point average) and, consequently, class rank, is determined by converting each semester grade for all courses to a numerical value (quality points) according to the standard 4.0 scale:  A = 4.0; B = 3; C = 2; D = 1; F = 0.    The GPA is calculated as follows:  The quality points are added, then divided by the number of grades used to determine the final grade point average (GPA).  

Honor Roll

Those students who have earned the highest grades for the nine week grading period with a GPA of 4.0 (all A’s) will qualify for the Principal’s Honor Roll.  Students with a GPA of 3.0 to 3.9 (A’s/B’s) will qualify for the Honor Roll.  Students with a C grade in any class are not eligible for honor roll recognition.

Academic Probation

Any student with three (3) or more F’s at the end of a nine week grading period is placed on Academic Probation, and a letter advising of the student’s status mailed home.  If the student’s performance has not improved to fewer than three (3) F’s by the end of the next nine weeks period, the student is subject to immediate dismissal from Central Private School.  A student on probation is not allowed to attend summer school to improve his/her grades.

Grading Period

Probationary Period
Dismissal
1st 9 weeks

2nd 9 weeks

Mid-Year (end of 1st Semester)

3rd 9 weeks

4th 9 weeks

End of School Year

Students on Academic Probation may also be required to turn in a weekly progress report (“Friday Sheet”) initialed by each of his/her teachers.

